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common in the Middle Ages among the Italian city republics and the Mediterranean states. The 'capitulations' concluded between Turkey and the Christian European nations granted trading privileges to subjects of the latter reading in Turkey. The treaties of commerce of the iyth and iSth centuries dealt chiefly with the treatment to be accorded the individual traders of each contracting nation in the dominions of the other. The principle of reciprocal reductions in duties was employed only to a limited extent until the igth century, when it became the cardinal point in commercial negotiations.

The first commercial treaties entered into by the United States (iSth century) made this clause conditional upon the granting of equivalent concessions; and to this conditional form American practice and interpretation have since adhered. In the early iQth century the principle of reciprocal concessions spread to the Continent of Europe. Central and South American countries have to a large extent followed the policy of reciprocity, though not without considerable variation, in their treaties with European nations. See TRADE; INTERNATIONAL T R A D t ; RECIPROCITY ; TARIFF.

Commers, social gatherings of German students at which academic anniversaries are celebrated with songs, speeches, and the drinking of beer.

Commination, a service announcing God's judgment against sinners, which was used in the early church, and which is appointed to be read on Ash Wednesday throughout the Anglican Church. This office is one of the last memorials retained by the English Church of those public acts of penitence which were conspicuous in the primitive church. The American Prayerbook omits this office.

Commines. See COMINES.

Comminuted Fracture, in which the bone is broken into fragments, See FRACTURE.

Commissar, a government official, of varying ranks, especially one of the Peoples' Commissars, or heads of commissariats in the separate republics of the U. S. S. R.

Commissariat, a general term denoting the system by which armies are fed and supplied with daily necessities of life in peace and war. It requires the highest efficiency in the organization charged with these duties. In the U. S. Army, the duties of the commissariat devolve upon the Quartermaster Corps. See RATIONS; ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES. Consult U. S. Army Regulations. 1 Commissary, in the U. S. Army an officer

detailed at each post to the staff of the post commander to perform all duties relative to procuring and issuing the rations to the enlisted men, and the sale of subsistence stores as authorized by army regulations. The term is also applied to the storehouse in which rations and other supplies are kept for issue and sale. See COMMISSARIAT; RATIONS.

Commissary, in ecclesiastical law, is a bishop's deputy, who may be appointed to perform the bishop's duties in out-of-the-way parts of the diocese. He may be a deputy either for spiritual or for legal business. In the latter case, he may be a layman, and practically has the same powers as a chancellor of a diocese.

Commissary General, formerly an officer in the U. S. Army, with the rank of brigadier-general, chief of the Subsistence Department.

Commissary Sergeant, formerly a noncommissioned officer of the U. S. Army, chosen from sergeants serving five years and three years as non-commissioned officers.

Commission, in business, an allowance made for services rendered to one who acts as agent for another in the sale or purchase of goods. It is usually a percentage on the amount of money involved in the transaction.

Commission, in politics, is a board appointed with specified duties and limited jurisdiction. The word is often loosely used, sometimes as a synonym for committee. Commissions may be divided into international and domestic. International commissions are appointed to adjudicate a dispute or arrange an agreement with a foreign power. Domestic commissions may be appointed to investigate a subject and make a report to the creating power; or they may be created to plan and construct particular public works.

Recent years have seen a rapid development of permanent commissions, possessing administrative, legislative, and judicial powers, conferred either by Congress, the State legislature, or even by the State constitution. Civil service, labor, municipal art, and similar commissions exercise powers delegated by legislation, and their actions are subject to review by the courts. For various public commissions, see such titles as INLAND WATERWAYS COMMISSION; INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION; COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS. See also COMMISSION GOVERNMENT.

Commission, Military, a written certificate of rank or authority. In the United States Army it is bestowed by the President, confirmed by the Senate, and issued by the